Sergiu Sitnic: „Internet access and mobile markets expected to continue growing in 2009”
(Press Release)

As estimated by the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI), the Internet access and mobile markets are expected to be further growing in 2009, Sergiu Sitnic, ANRCETI Director declared in today’s press conference ”Electronic Communications Market in 2008: Results and Perspectives”.
S. Sitnic specified that the Agency made the estimations proceeding from the analysis of the recent evolutions of the mentioned markets and the existing pre-requisites for their development. He mentioned that, as a result of the fast increase of demand for high-speed Internet and the migration of Dial-Up users (ordinary telephone line) to broadband access, the Agency is expecting, in 2009, at least 50% increase in the number of Internet  broadband subscribers at fixed locations, i.e. 170 -180 thousand subscribers. Though the penetration rate of these services per 100 inhabitants increased 2,4 times in 2008 and reached 3,23%, it is, however, very low in relation to the more than 22% penetration rate of these services in EU, said the Director.
With reference to mobile market development, Sergiu Sitnic mentioned that this market had been one of the most dynamic in 2008, undergoing a 22,6% growth and having 67,8%. For 2009, the Agency expects 18-20% increase in the turnover and up to 76 -79% penetration rate. This estimation is based on the rationale that in 2009 the 3G mobile market will extend, in particular in terms of mobile Internet access services, other additional services, as well as by launching another 3G mobile network. Furthermore, mobile telephony has sufficient room for development, S. Sitnic declared, specifying that though the mobile penetration rate reached 67,8%, it is still lower than the 110% average in EU countries. 
Speaking of fixed market, 2008 proved it reached the maturity phase, while at the same time some market segments show signs of decline. Though the number of fixed telephone subscribers increased by 3,2% and the penetration rate came to  31,2%, the fixed sales volume declined by 5,85%, said the Agency Director. He also mentioned that the penetration rate of these services is higher than the 2008 average penetration rate in South East Europe (28%) and CIS (26%). According to the estimations, in 2009 the number of fixed subscribers might increase by 2%, while the penetration rate – by up to 32%.

During the press-conference the Director also referred to the main indicators of electronic communications market development in 2008. The total sales volume grew in 2008, relative to 2007, by 12,3% and came to 725,4 million lei, which makes 9,11% of the GDP. In terms of turnover, the biggest - 50,9% market share – refers to mobile telephony, followed by  fixed telephony - 38,6%, Internet access and data transport - 6,4%, audiovisual programs broadcasting and re-transmission  - 4,1%. Compared to 2007, the fixed telephony share reduced by 7,4%, whereas the mobile, Internet access and audiovisual service shares increased by 4,3%, 2% and  1,1% accordingly. 

The total of investment in electronic communications sector increased in 2008 by 1,8% and reached 1,96 billion lei. The most significant amount was invested in mobile networks – one billion 224,6 million lei or 64,4% of the total. According to turnover, the biggest market players appeared to be: JSC „MOLDTELECOM” (42,6%), JSC „ORANGE Moldova” (34,9%) and JSC „MOLDCELL” (13,4%). In 2008 their joint market share was 91% and their investments in sector development were the highest    - over 75% of 2008 investments.  
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