Republic of Moldova among the first in cis in terms of electronic communications regulation 
The Republic of Moldova is the first among CIS countries to have included the EU electronic communications regulatory framework in its national legislation and to be applying the general authorization regime that has simplified market entry, shows the study „COMPARATIVE ASSESSMENT of TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR in  

TRANSITION ECONOMIES”, conducted by the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) in May – December 2008 and made publicly available in March 2009.

The assessment includes 29 European and CIS countries under EBRD operation. It is a detailed analysis of the regulatory frameworks applied in these countries and its compliance with European standards and norms governing the electronic communications sector. The criteria used in the compliance assessment refer to the regulatory framework, market access and operational environment. In this respect, the Republic of Moldova is deemed to have medium compliance, being top second in CIS after Georgia. 
According to the assessment, R. Moldova scores are higher than the estimated scores of other countries, assessed as having medium compliance: Armenia, Kosovo, Kirghizia, Mongolia, Montenegro, Russian Federation and Ukraine. Moldova outran the countries deemed as having low degree of compliance:   Azerbaijan, Belorussia, Serbia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Yet, the Republic of Moldova stands behind the countries with total compliance.  Croatia, Check Republic, Estonia, Macedonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia.

With respect to the electronic communications market development in the mentioned 29 countries, the EBRD assessment shows that, in terms of number of telephone lines per 100 inhabitants, in 2008, the Republic of Moldova was the third in CIS, after Belorussia and Russian Federation.  The 31,2% fixed penetration rate per 100 inhabitants exceeded the average level of this indicator estimated in the CIS countries  (26 %), in the East European countries (28 %), as well as in Romania, Czech Republic, Poland, Bulgaria, Latvia and Lithuania.   

In terms of broadband Internet access penetration (at a speed higher than 128 Kbps), showing an average of 3,2% penetration rate in 2008, the Republic of Moldova  is the fifth in CIS (4 %), following the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Ukraine and Belorussia. Russia was assessed as having the highest - 6% - broadband penetration rate, whereas Kirghizia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan – as having the lowest – up to 1%. 
As for mobile services, showing 67,8% penetration rate in 2008, Moldova is on the seventh position in CIS (110 %), Russia and Ukraine being among the first, exceeding 120%, while Asian CIS countries – ending the list, with less than 50%.   
The COMPARATIVE ASSESSMENT of TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR in  

TRANSITION ECONOMIES” is available on EBRD Web site:  http://www.ebrd.com/country/sector/law/telecoms/assess/index.htm  
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